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CCID official responds  
to Delta p -ct!:I

Believes farmers are still
too much

The Dec. 15 signing by fed- :supplies on the.WEs~side of-
eral and state water officials of the Valley.. " ........
the Delta Water Quality Stan- :.. :. * A three-year "shelf-life~
dards was designed to guar- ~ guaranteeing that no additio:.
antee stable water supplies"to ’ ~nal ~vater will be~.equired even
farms, cities and environmen-::: if:ad,ditional species are listed~
tal purposes.                  - under the ,ESA.’Prior to this:

The agreement was hailed :~.:agreement; newlistings ofen-
as a peaceful end to a long ba~ :!i’.~lan~red "specie~,!.such.as: the
tle over water policy among. :.winterrrun :.: chinook ..:salmon’.: :!

However, one.local wat~r:pf’. ’~qia~bC ~ wate~°~i.~e~s,’r~ducin~:%

ing up is too much," said:John . ~ F~i~df~ ~i’d.the neW. agree-
Fawcett, Central California Ix-. men~i~h~ablishds that farming:
rigation District board mem-.~,.., anff urbah interests ~:~will ’lose
ber. "It is a big error.: ~- ~- an additional 450,000 acre-feet

A court-ordered deadline!:.i.!::,:of water ~environmental Con--

into days of last-minute nego-    "Agriculture is the only o~e
tiations which resulted in the that has given up anythdng all
pact signing.      ¯    "    " along," said Fawcei~t. "Over the

The new agreement provides last four or five years since the
that urban and . agricultural " Central Valley Project Improv-
water users will., give..up, ment::Act :has been. enacted,
450,000 dcre-feet of water in a: they’~e taken our.~water, low-
normal year, and up to 2.1 rail, .,-. ered our land values and have:..
lion acre-feet in an: ~ended!-::~.raised~he cost of farming. -
drought period. In’exchange,. ..... .. "Who isgoing to compensate
,water users get certainty in; ...... ~"¯ us for ourlosses, he asked. ::
Water supplies,, and release . Leading up to therecent a~.i-"
from threats of still, more reement, .environmental con~?:.-
water. Supply reductions!.be-;, cerns say water pumped from
cuase of the Endangered Spe-~: the: Delta to’ farming and~
cies Act. ~., ...... ,": ~ urban interests south of the ,:

Key elements 9f the ~agree-~,~ Delta, has destroyed fish pop- :~
ment favor@le td water users; ~ ulations:~ :~d ihabitat, for spe-:~

¯ Full crediting of ~he w~~et~ :;:’ Those~.~0neerhs have:led ~o
taken for new wa~er quali~y lawsuit~ and legislation’which..":
standards and Delt, a E8A re- " have ~xned ~he pumps in t~he "~
qtfiremen~s . ~oward ~he Delt, a off a~ ~rueia] irriga~on
800,000 acre-fee~ already re- times, while fresh.water was ’
qtfir~d under ~he Central Val- released int~ ~e bay: During
ley Project Iinpro;cement’ Act. times, of drought; some irriga-:~

¯This will.likely result .in a 10-tion_districts have redeived ,as :~i.
to 15 percent increase in water..., little ¯ as : 35 ~ercent of their
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THE CALIFORNIA WATER ACCORD:

I~ Centers o~ water quality I~ Means federal and state
standards for the San officials-will jointly make
Francisco Bay and environmental decisions in
Sacramento-San Joaquin the Delta, with the overall
River Delta. More fresh, ecology in mind.

-- water.will be allowed to E] Provides. for closer
flow through the Delta, ¯ ;. coordination of the federal
holding down Salt water and state waterworks that
intrusion. ~ divert Water from the/.

Q Provides more reliable ’ r Delta. - "
supp!!es for cities and ~ Calls for greater . ~ ’
farms, even though they -environmental., ’

.;:..will get:~.so.mewhat !ess... " protections, such as
" : i;w~,ter~:lf,i,~relwate’r,!S .-": installation 0f fish scredns

..: need.bd f.:~(newly " or~water diversion, pipe~ ’i; .. en~ange,~red spec!es,¯it
along th~ sacramento ~nd

wouldbe PUrchased by .-:..San Joaquin~rivers, "
’ the fedeiai g~vernment .’ without¯ increasing thd;~!

f̄rom water users w’"’ng to costs of water. ,. !
’ sell.,"-.".::~.~: :.:~: .’... . ~.. :. " ~ "

usual water supplies becauseSan Francisco Bay for these:i~
of the legislation.. ~ " " environmental ¯ goals~ to savei

P̄ump stoppages, have oc-fish, which may not be based
curred despite farmers"planson scientific fact.    . ..:.    .
for a larger Supply of-water. =It is very det~rimenf~l to

Fawcett said the new agree- riculture and I don’t know that
-- ment is ’ supposed to give agri-.,~ we’ve gained that much. They
#~c~tur...a!..i:.;:;iri~rests::~z,¢ertain" ..v~ay:’i~;hat ,we gained~:stability..
!:~ambmitS:~of" ~ate~-",thgy~ "caii ~. :Butifwedre only?getting 20
: plan. around: Buthe believes.: .percent .of our water, rm not.,
the agreement just takes more. :¯ sure that good or not.
water away from farmers.    . . "Our economy in the last

~Yhey’re supposed to be giv- to 100 yehr~ has been based on
ing us a stable supply," Faw-.. " this imported water. Our cities l
cett said. " I say that a stable,,- and farms have been bizilt on
supply of nothing gives you:. tenuousbalance of imported,
nothing." ..... surface"water and .a reliance,

’~he takes (w~terpumpingon ground water: .. ’
stoppages) are determined by =Now that significantly less.
environmental ihterest," Faw-waferis’ available, the farmers~.
cett said. =They are using poorare going to have to rely more
science ~ or no .science at allon a groundwater supply that’
-- to make their determin-,is rapidly. ~liminishing. And
ations.~ : ...., ,... .... ’~! .’. once that is.depleted, it is deft-

"ASfarme~, We ~-h~v:in~i ’~ nito]y’~olng to hurl; o~ arees
our livelihood dumped into the.’:"~economy." .,          :~"
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